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efficacious remedy. If the French were gathered
near one another, it would be very easy for them
to master these Barbarians; but being dispersed,
some here, some there, gliding at all hours over the
great river in shallops, or in canoes, they can be
easily surprised by these traitors, who hunt men as
we do wild beasts, who can injure and scarcely be
injured,—for, when they are discovered, they do not
ordinarily await attack, but are beyond the reach of
your arms before you are in readiness to discharge
them. Let us see now what they have done within
the last year.

[138] Toward the end of Autumn about ninety men
set out from their country; they scattered them-
selves, some here, some there, by the little streams
and by the rivers, where they know that our Savage
allies go in search of beavers. About thirty of them
having found their prey above Montreal, carried it
away to their own country; the others came to prowl
around the Settlement of the Three Rivers. Two
young Frenchmen,— one an Interpreter of the Algon-
quin Tongue for the Gentlemen of New France,
named Francois Marguerie; the other called Thomas
Godefroy, who is brother to a worthy inhabitant of
the country,!—having gone on a hunting trip, were
discovered by these Barbarians, who, following the
track of their snowshoes imprinted on the snow,
approached them with stealthy steps during the
night, and suddenly attempting to spring upon them,
uttered frightful shrieks and howls. One of the two
Frenchmen had time to present his arquebus to the
first one who endeavored to seize him; but by good
luck, or rather by a providence of our Lord, it flashed
in the pan. .If it had taken fire, [139] and he had



